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Welcome
We are so grateful for all the support shown to us during the

launch of Reversible Zine. This issue is all about Intrepid

Conservators Conservators that are pushing boundaries,
nerally being awesome.

as always, let us know your
ideas to share. We want

reversiblezine@gmail.com

Our Featured Art1¥
We are lucky enough to h&
a conservator and artist who T
following on instagram. Connie had

L stavted drawing duving the Livst lockdown in Mavch 2020 - all
vy projects had been cancelled and I suddenly had a lot of Fime
on Wy hands! I stavted Fhinking of ideas that L rhovaht weve
Lunny and posted them on lmv\'agram and had such a areat
vesponse that L cavvied on even when work picked vp. I stavted
drawing by hand, but quickly moved +o diaital. Connie is purposely
very simply drawn, se L can produce a comic panel within an houv.
Ewmbavvassinaly, as a consevvaror drawing about consevvation,
presevvation of muy work had ot occurved o me. My professional
practice is predominantly working with sculpture and physical
objects so the intanaibility of something existing only on my laprop
ovr online is beyond my expevtise. With it being on social media,

¢
pevhaps it should ov\.\us be Preserve& Lor as \ov\s as ivts re\ev«m’r?

- our fantastic conservation

Sustaina

\bility

The ICON Environmental Sustainability Netwg
make change within the conservation co
words of advice.

Opting ovt of paper publications is one way of helping
save the envivonment. However, until vecently, HMRC
classikied loP'st 5 o e-publications and subject +o
20% VAT — which of course does not apply fo print on
papev. Bot we have acod muus! The Chancellor of the
Exchequer Rishi Sunak announced fhat the zevo vate
of VAT will wow apply +o all e—publications £vom lst May
2020, This in furn means that LCON members who ne
lonaev want to veceive printed papev copies ok ouvr
publications can now opt out. From Mavch, wou will be
able ¥o do this on wour membership venewal Lovm but in
the meantime wou can opt out as seon as wou like. Sust
write o membership@icon.ovra.vk stating that uov want
Yo opt out of either «) The Jouvvrnal, \:) lcov\ News ov
¢) all Leon publications.

MEN
EN\/\RON T\NORK
USTAINABILITY NE

Being inspired by this, Reversible is going to do their bit and a digital
version of our zine will be available in our shop for just £1.



Conservators Abroad...

As an object conservator | never
expected to be working around live
penguins, but that's exactly what
happened during my recent trip to
Antarctica to work on the historic hut at
Port Lockroy on the Antarctic Peninsula.
The hut is on an island about the size of
a football pitch which is also home to
about 1000 gentoo penguins. The
challenge is partly to avoid disturbing
them while they are breeding - which
coincides exactly with the season for
doing conservation work! The penguins
also leave a lot of aily, fishy-smelling
droppings which visitors bring into the
museum on their boots. This is not great
for the fabric of the building, which is a
1940s wooden hut. We solved this
problem with the help of the cruise ship
operators. Everyone has to wash their
boots in fresh water and then dry them
to avoid tracking moisture into the hut.
The operators were brilliant, providing
the fresh water and towels (which we
don’t have on the island) and in
communicating the new policy to
visitors. And it worked!

Afghanistan - Elsa Guerreiro

.....

It has been challenging or more precisely,
almost impossible, to run projects abroad
over this year. We scheduled our trip to
Afghanistan to work with the National

Gallery for just before Christmas, to schedule
the quarantine time required on our return to

the UK with the holidays. There was a lot of

preparation involved: Materials were bought

and shipped in advance, conservation

training was undertaken online to avoid face
to face contact, Covid risk assessments done,
visas bought, Covid PCR tests booked, travel

tickets almost bought, high risk fravel
insurance almost bought... when the

government announced a second lockdown.

We were fearing a government U-turn on

Covid, as news of rising infections rates and

scientists calling for a second lockdown
escalated over the course of October.

Terrorist attacks in Europe and increasing civil
unrest in Kabul contributed to an atmosphere
of fear, and when the project consultants in
Kabul caught covid, it reality hit home and we
knew the project would be cancelled. It was

a tough call after all the time invested in
organising the project and expectation for

the frip. Intrepid UK conservators are on hold!
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Hong Kong - Simon Stephens
Three days before Halloween | received
a phone call asking if | could get to

HK by November first to install a touring
exhibition - Robots. All amidst a global
pandemic! Thankfully, the touring
manager had everything in hand, but I'll
never forget how bizarre my journey was;
the almost empty plane and waiting in
an eerily deserted airport for twelve hours
for my Covid tests to come through. | felt
a bit like Tom Hanks in The Terminal! The
HK Ministry of Health issued me with a
certificate allowing fravel fo the museum
each day for work but no leisure travel.
However, The two curators charged with
chaperoning me took me on different
routes to the museum so | could have a
glimpse of the city. Both curators and the
conservator | worked with made my time
there a fantastic experience. It just shows
that museum folk from all around the
world look after each other, especially
during these difficult times. The install was
asuccess, and | am delighted that the
robots (who have weirdly become my
friends) are on display again in this
unique and inspiring exhibition.



Many of us proclaim to love our profession but

how many of us are willing fo permanently wear i

with pride¢ Well, These people are...

Artist: @ooz_’ro’r’roo
Studio: @3layer_studio
Location: Seoul, Korea

he Belvedere Torso
Artist: @tanya_dsm
Studio: @goldenpanthertattoo
Location: Boorloo/Perth, AUS
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Artist / Studio: @expandedeye
Location: Lisbon, Po_r’ruol
Owner: @jhseifert

This amazing back tattoo was carried out by Expanded Eye, a Lisbon based,
London born couple Jade Tomlinson and Kevin James. Their distinct
storytelling approach and unique iconography has evolved organically over
the last decade. They are one of the few tattoo artists that listens to a story or
narrative and then creates the piece in their style, Jerrod Seifert being one of
a small selection of people lucky enough to share his amazing story with
them.

Seifret worked as a Senior Conservator at Catalhoyik and wanted a tattoo
all about the site, its destruction, conservation and the relationship they have
with each other. The colours were kept to only earthenware pigments, the
geometric designs and handprints are wall paintings Seifret excavated and
liffed from the site, as well as the figurine. The photo was taken at CatalhdyUk,
in the building that featured the wall painting that's in the lower centre of the
tattoo. The composite figure represents the articulation of the burials on site.

This is an amazing example of what Reversible is all about - the collaboration
between conservation and art to create thought provoking things of beauty.
Thank you to Jerrod for allowing us to share this story.



One last feature...
ConCode

ConCode ('Coding for Conservation' and other heritage
professionals) is an online community recently formed for discussing,
showcasing, collaborating, and asking questions about data
science & coding, and how it can be applied in the cultural
heritage field.

Coding can seem incredibly intimidating and this space was
designed to be welcoming for people at any stage of their learning.
The group consists of conservation professionals and data scientists
from all over the world with the unified goal of increasing coding
literacy for our field and learning ways to better utilise data for the
preservation and research of cultural heritage.

The group meets monthly to go over different topics in data science
and to see presentations of people’s research. You can find out
more about the initiative and how to join by visiting:

https://mkpreventive.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/
concode_charter.pdf
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There are 19 words made up from the letters found
in ‘Infrepid’ hidden in this word-search. Can you
find them alle Keep an eye on our social media for
answers to be released.
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Based on the original Plastic Man comic and featuring fellow
conservation comic artists @cynicalconservator and @gretchen.draws

What was the inspiration behind the plastic mane

i vsually have vavious chaotic lists of ideas and sketches (ivs the covrnevs ol my wovrk
mo-\'e\poo\f-) but the Plastic Man sketch was sliah¥ly dillevent. Theve was an event on
Lastaaram in Vecember wheve uov would imitate a classic comic book cover and dvaw
in. othevr independent comics Yo promeote theivr wovrk. I chose Plastic Man as modevn

matevials Aeswule, so Last cavsing so Manu P\rob\&ms Lov consevvators. L looked

a¥ Plastic Mawn and "r\\ous\rd', O Weavs ow, hWe would wne \ovssevr be Winnina anu (is\\’rs.



